
IOWA EUROPEAN CULTURAL CONNECTION (IECC) (501c3)
To connect all Iowans with European traditions, language learning and cultural experiences. 

CHRISTKINDLMARKET DES MOINES
To educate, entertain and delight the public by producing Iowa’s premiere German-inspired

Christmas market.

Inspired by a cherished German tradition, Christkindlmarket Des Moines (CDM) is a must-see cultural
experience. Since the festival began in 2016, CDM has grown to become the second largest festival of its

kind in the U.S. based on average daily attendance.

WHAT IS CHRISTKINDLMARKET DES MOINES (CDM)?
It’s a family-friendly event that features a unique shopping experience for gifts and holiday decor along with authentic
German and European cuisine, holiday beverages, live entertainment and children’s activities.
Following tradition, this event is held outdoors with the addition of a heated entertainment tent and various covered areas
for shopping and eating.
The 2024, total CDM attendance was 90,000 with 22,500 average daily visitors.
For 2025, CDM will expand to two weekends: Dec 4: 5-9p, Dec 5: 11a -9p; Dec 6: 11a -9p; Dec 7: 11a-5p, Dec 11: 5-9p, Dec 12:
11a–9p; Dec 13: 11a–9p; Dec 14: 11a–5p
Location: Principal Park, 1 Line Dr, Des Moines, IA 50309
For 2025, CDM will have 42 vendors (20 food, 22 nonfood) selling from wooden stalls, food trucks and trailers.
Other Key CDM Facts:

KinderKorner: an area where children are exposed to various European languages and can sing songs, color pictures and
hear traditional stories.
Yuletide Hall: an outdoor, heated entertainment area with raised stage: choirs, carolers, bands and dancers.
Children, parents, grandparents and bus tours from across the state love the experience of our fresh-air market filled
with delicious fragrances, treats, gifts and holiday music. 
In addition to a traditional, Austrian-style Krampus parade, St. Nicholas and the Christkind (angel) make appearances
during the opening ceremony 
Community Partnerships: Johnston High School (vendor stall construction, vendor/sponsor sign fabrication), Gilcrest/
Jewett (vendor stall transport), local non-profits (decorated trees for silent auction fundraiser) and local public
libraries (KinderKorner children’s activities).



KEY REASONS TO KEEP PRODUCING THIS EVENT IN DES MOINES
Attendance & number of vendors has more than tripled since it began in 2016, demonstrating the public’s interest.
Christkindlmarket Des Moines is the economic boon Central Iowa needs in the wintertime. Our market attracts
approximately 22,500 daily visitors, of which, 30 percent visit from out of town. This translates into additional hotel
stays and restaurant visits.
Christkindlmarket Des Moines is free and open to the public. It provides the community with a gathering place focused
on the true sentiment of the season rather than commercialism.
This experience provides the perfect field trip opportunity which exposes children to other languages and cultures at a
time when these are receiving less attention in the school system. 
Our annual event is a gig artists and performers can count on, contributing to the sustainability of their financial security
and the overall vibrancy of Iowa's arts and culture community.
Settled by European immigrants over 180 years ago, Iowa has strong European roots. Approximately 75% of Iowans
claim European origin. (Cedar Rapids Gazette, October 2015) Our event will continue to revive our community's interest
in European cultures and drive interest in IECC and the numerous cultural organizations across the State. We believe
diversity is inclusive of all cultures; CDM is a way to remind the community of our rich diversity.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Sponsorship benefits begin once down payment is received through December 14, 2025.
For commitments that exceed $1,000 we offer 50% up front, 50% due 30 days later.

EXCLUSIVE SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
In recognition and appreciation of your support of Christkindlmarket Des Moines, we are pleased to extend the following
benefits to all our 2025 Exclusive Sponsors:

Promotion of sponsor through Christkindlmarket Des Moines'
social media activities
First right of refusal for the same sponsorship category for
Christkindlmarket Des Moines 2026
Hyperlinked logo on the Christkindlmarket Des Moines website 
Inclusion in all press releases and other media activities
Inclusion on printed event promotional pieces (posters, fliers,
brochures, etc—logo)
Press release to the media announcing your individual
sponsorship

Estimated Reach
Facebook Followers: 8K

Instagram Followers: 3.2K
Website Page Views: 75K/year
E-Newsletter Subscribers: 7K

Printed quarter sheet, color flyer: 3500 Pieces
Printed poster: 200 pieces

Printed, color brochure handed out at event: 3000



PRESENTING SPONSOR (Category exclusivity) ($45,000) (AVAILABLE)
“Christkindlmarket Des Moines – presented by <Your Organization Here>” full view signage at the venue entrance
Includes one ANNUAL HUT SPONSORSHIP
Includes OPENING CEREMONY SPEECH on Friday night (limit 2 – 3 minutes)
One person available for one local TV spot

YULETIDE HALL NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($17,500) (PRAIRIE MEADOWS)
“Yuletide Hall presented by <Your Business Here>” partial view signage over entrance to Yuletide Hall
Someone from your organization may address the audience twice daily from the stage between performances

KINDERKORNER NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($7,500) (MIDAMERICAN ENERGY
FOUNDATION)

The “<Your Business Here> Kinder Korner” and partial view signage

YULELTIDE HALL STAGE NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($5,000) (AVAILABLE)
The “<Your Business Here> Stage” partial view signage over stage provided by CDM
Someone from your organization may address the audience once per day from the stage between performances

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHT DISPLAY NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($7,500) (AVAILABLE)
Outdoor signage near the display provided by CDM
Sponsor benefits provided for the life of the tree

BEVERAGE TENT NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($4,000) (AVAILABLE)
   30’X45’ outdoor beverage tent where we serve Glühwein, Kinderpunsch, and Cocoa

The “’<Your Business Here> Beverage Tent” partial view signage provided by CDM
Logo included on all menu signage

BIERGARTEN NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($4,000) (AVAILABLE)
   30x30 outdoor, enclosed tent where we sell European and Iowa Craft beer

The “<Your Business Here> Biergarten” partial view signage provided by CDM
Logo included on all menu signage



WEIHNACHTSWALD (CHRISTMAS FOREST) NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($3,000)
(SIEGWERK USA INC, 1st WEEKEND)
   20’x40’ covered area where visitors can gather around tree-top tables to enjoy their food
and beverages. Also, the location of trees decorated by nonprofits. All proceeds from the
silent auction of the decorated trees benefits the nonprofits

The “Weihnachtswald presented by <Your Business Here>” partial view signage over entry provided by CDM

CULTURAL STAGE NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($3,000) (AVAILABLE, 2ND WEEKEND)
   Outdoor stage within our Weihnachtswald (see above) where a variety of cultural groups will provide
demonstrations, story-telling, and programs during the festival

The “<Your Business Here> Cultural Stage” partial view signage over stage provided by CDM
Opportunity to display organizational signage (provided by the sponsor)
Someone from your organization may address the audience once per day from the stage between programs

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICK NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($3,000) (AVAILABLE)
   Children (and adults) are invited to join St. Nick for breakfast on Sun, Dec 7 from 9am – 10:45am. 
   Activities may include storytelling, photo backdrop ops, getting your photo taken with St. Nick, etc.

The “Breakfast with St. Nick presented by <Your Business Here>”
Opportunity to display organizational signage (provided by the sponsor)
Opportunity to include organizational literature/swag in attendee goodie bags (provided by the sponsor)
Someone from your organization may address the audience during the Breakfast

KRAMPUS PARADE NAMING RIGHTS (Category exclusivity) ($1,000) (BIG GROVE BREWERY)
The “Krampus Parade presented by <Your Business Here>”
Someone from your organization may lead the parade of St. Nick and Krampuses



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

HOW YOUR INVESTMENT WILL BE USED:
investment will help maintain the long-term viability of Christkindlmarket Des Moines by ensuring that annual operating and
event-related expenses are covered. Expenses may include, but are not limited to equipment rental, signage, marketing,
advertising, entertainment, etc.

 PLATINUM SPONSOR ($7,500) 
Hyperlinked logo on the Christkindlmarket Des
Moines website
Inclusion in all press releases and other media
activities
Inclusion in all print advertising (logo)
Inclusion on event promotional pieces (posters, fliers,
brochures, etc—logo)
Inclusion on sponsor signage at event
Annual hut sponsorship

 GOLD SPONSOR ($4,000) 
Hyperlinked name on the Christkindlmarket Des
Moines website
Inclusion in all press releases and other media
activities 
Inclusion on printed promotional pieces (posters,
fliers, brochures, etc—logo)
Inclusion on sponsor signage at event

 SILVER SPONSOR ($1,750)
Hyperlinked name on the Christkindlmarket Des Moines website
Inclusion on printed promotional pieces (posters, fliers, brochures,
etc—logo)
Inclusion on sponsor signage at event

PHOTO BACKDROP SPONSOR ($1,000) ONE WEEKEND
Opportunity to design/decorate/light a 12’ long x 8’ high windscreen
fence. Final approval of design by CDM management required

 BRONZE SPONSOR ($750) 
Hyperlinked name on the Christkindlmarket Des Moines website

ANNUAL HUT SPONSOR ($300) ONE WEEKEND
Hyperlinked logo on website
Plaque recognizing your sponsorship will be affixed to the hut during
one weekend of the festival
Promotion of sponsor through sponsee’s social media activities

SPONSORSHIP PAYMENTS:
Payable to “IECC”. Mail to Suzanne Hull, 37 Liberty Bell Blvd, Pleasant Hill, IA 50327

PLEASE CONTACT THE SPONSORSHIP CHAIR WITH QUESTIONS AND
INTEREST:
Suzanne Hull, christkindlmarketdsm@gmail.com, 515-250-6366

christkindlmarketdsm.com | Facebook @ChristkindlmarketDesMoines | Instagram @christmasdesmoines | ENews: http://eepurl.com/bAzEY1   




